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| know our editor is still trying to catch up

from his very busy year in 2025, so | will also
try to keep my message brief.

As many of you know, this is the 100th anniversary of our beloved Pontiac brand. You
also should know that the yearly POCI national convention is in Pontiac Michigan this
year. What you may not know is, this is the first time that a Museum, specifically, the
l zontiac Transportation Museum is sponsoring a convention. Tim Dye is the main driv-
ing force behind this convention and it promises to be the longest, most unforgettable
one in history. We take for granted all the great automotive stuff to do in Detroit, but
ch_e Beople who live in other areas of the country, do not have access to all the great
things we do. Because of this, bus tours to the Milford Proving Ground and other great
bus.trips are selling out in record time. | also know, the Western Michigan chapter and
* the Widetrackers are going to be asked to coordinate and manage several events
throughout the convention. Tim will also ask our club to handle certain events and |

-
2 ‘lant to be able to tell him that he has our full support and resources. .

C

ntly, expect to hear from the leadership soon on what we may be asked to do

andgt lunte here you can. Again, the convention is from June 22 to the 27th.

»
b is still looking for an activities coordinator to replace Mike after

he stepped down.



Ramblings of an Irishman

Editor: Brian Dougherty e |

-

% think, it’s only the end of February 2026? Someday, I'm L d

~ going to shock all of you and actually be on time with ohe,

L or maybe even ahead. Stranger things have happened’t *
am worried that this will probably not happen in 2026 though with everythmg'go-
ing on with me, and everything going on in the hobby, but especially with evéry-
thing happening at the museum. Unless | make each one very short, thq'e s ho
way | can be on time. We’ll see how it goes, but no promlses this year

As Ken alluded to, this convention will be the longest one on record, with a lot of
firsts. I’'ve seen the daily schedule, but unfortunately | don’t have a copy | can
share at this time for this newsletter. | should be able to get a hold of one for next
newsletter though, but also keep an eye on Smoke Signals as I’m sure it’ll be pub-
lished in there. Board member Kevin Yash shared with me a picture of something
he recently hung in his garage. Please see
attached picture. From what | understand, Kevin
has so much stuff that it would fill several barns
and | can imagine he has some great stuff on his
walls and in his collection? | know | keep asking
for stories from club members, but for next
month, | would like to ask for pictures of your
garage/ barn and/or mancave to show to fellow
club members. | know I’ve recently done some
things to both areas and can’t wait to show it
off in the next newsletter so | challenge the club
members to show me “what you got”. After all, |

usually make all my stuff myself, so | know it is
the best and can compete with anyone.



Remember, we support

these 5 charities!
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0 ad planning our '
Pontiac Su$ iup at Bakers, on ==
6th @ Bakers. We had to move the

weekend of the 11th and the weekend of the 19th
was already taken at Bakers.

Looking forward to the start of another car show season. Take a look at our vide-
os from last year.

Visit our website: https://motorcitypoci.com/2025-events/

54th Annual POCI Convention, June 22-27 in Pontiac, Ml at the Oakland Expo Center: ‘
https://motorcitypoci.com/2026-events/

Ray

Treasurer - Motor City POCI

motorcitypoci.com


https://motorcitypoci.com/2025-events/
https://motorcitypoci.com/2026-events/

Member Happenings::

It’s only taken me about 7 years to get my 1
lovely wife to visit the PTM, so on Dec 7
18th (our anniversary), | was able to get
her and several friends to visit the muse-
um where | gave a very personalized
(don’t go there ) tour of the entire facility.
Here you see her standing in front of the
mural on a very snowy sidewalk and be-

low you see her sitting in the 64” Tempest
the museum has on display for people to take a photo and experience the thrill of
riding in an old convertible. | do have to give her a break though, since she’s been

busy working as an engineer at Tremec Trans-

mission, raising 2 lovely girls and raising me
at the same time and putting up with my ‘

sh*t!.
= )
In the last newsletter, | mentioned that Ken, *

= Ray and | visited the Leader for the Blind local +
ice in Rochester Hills back on Sept 25th "

3 oi.us were thoroughly impressed “

9ur tour and came away wntya’ bigger

— iation o.f'wheﬁ tmhmk also, it elped
'solldlf ourtotalgp or organization, There-

fore,

some additional photos of the

|nclu'd§
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During, the tour.of the facnhtyge. met a volunteer that hand crafts each colla"'from

leather.and hom,emade t 21 ‘ {se were nowap coI'

“lars from China. These w*ére,ma
"é e ¢ ' ( \'-s
I sh?w some addltlona1 p1ct\1res fr m.our ann

\’

X é cofuldn.t {o it Without'our wonderful volug}e
ique-cars we get each year! P

'll!.\‘l\‘
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Bypassing a relay:

The beauty in knowing all of this is that now you can completely understand
what’s involved in bypassing a relay. Let’s say your fuel pump isn’t turning on.
Now you can determine where the issue is by unplugging the relay and jumping
terminal 30 and 87 with a short piece of wire to see if it comes to life. If the
pump whirs to life, it means that either the relay is bad or there’s a problem in
the wiring on the low current side. If the pump doesn’t turn on, it means that ei-
ther terminal 30 isn’t getting voltage from the battery, or terminal 87 isn’t reach-

ing the fuel pump, or the

pump itself is bad. Ju
iﬂ
What I’'ve described is a 3

single-pole, single throw
(SPST) relay. These are by
far the most common type

of relay used in cars. How-
ever, there is also a single-

12V BATTERY

pole, double —throw

(SPDT) or “changeover” re-
lay that allows switching between 2 devices. It has a 5th terminal labeled 87a.
When the electromagnet is energized, current flows to terminal 87, but when
the electromagnet is de-energized, current instead flows to terminal 87a. Some
early high beam, low beam and A/C systems use changeover relays.

On a relay for a simple device like a motor or a light, the low and high current
sides are both bi-directional, so it doesn’t matter if terminal 30 and 87 are
swapped, or if 86 and 85 are swapped. But on a relay controlling something sen-
sitive, like an ECU. There is often a diode in the relay that will only allow current
to flow in one direction. As per the diagram, there are usually fuses in the cir-
cuits and the “switch” can also be a pressure or temperature switch instead of a
physical switch. Paste the diagram above in your garage somewhere! Believe me,
It’'ll help when you’re troubleshooting something electrical!
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Funnies: Brought to you by the internet

rovstoncartoons.com

YEAH, | KNOW IT'S IRONIC - BUT
| CAN'T DRIVE A STICK.
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FACE IT,NO ONE'S
GOING To sToP!
— [ WELL HAVE To cALL THE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE !

She's Doing All The Driving. I'm Just The
One Behind The Wheel!

Why dogs sfick their heads
out of car windows

I THINK WE FOND

THE PROBLEM
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Classified Ads

Advertisements free to current members

Email your ad to: brian.r.dougherty@live.com with a copy of the complet-
ed form below or mail to: Brian Dougherty at 10295 S. State Rd, Goodrich,

Mi, 48438
Your Name EMAIL Phone #
First Name Last Name
Mailing Address City State ZIP Code
Street Address
Type of Ad: [C] carsForSale [] Parts for Sale [] Cars Wanted [C] Parts Wanted

(] Information Wanted [] Services offered
[] Literature/Memorabilia For Sale

(] vendor
[C] Literature/Memorabilia Wanted
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MOTOR CITY POCI

Pontiac Oakland Club International - Chapter 91

Dedicated to the Preservation,
Restoration, and Enjoyment of
Oakland, Pontiac & GMC Vehicles

Today’s Date
Primary Member:
Shirt size:
Associate Member:

Address:

Phone #

City & State Zip Code
E-Mail: @

*POCI# (Application attached)
Signature:

Classic Cars Owned: Year, Make, and Model
1.

2

Membership dues are $20.00 per year (starting in 2024 it will be $25.00). Dues are to be paid
the first day of cach January. Please pay membership by one of the following methods:

¢ cash or check at one of the monthly meetings
¢ by check made out to Motor City POCI and sent to the address below.

MOTOR CITY POCI
1595 Vanstone Dr.
Commerce Twp, M1 48382
E-mail: raygolota@ gmail.com

FikkdkPlease read back page******

+ *We encourage all members to join the Pontiac Oakland Club International
(POCI). Applications arc available on linc at www.poci.org

+ *Active Member (United States) - An Active Member (United States) is af-
forded all the rights and privileges of full membership and reccives Smoke Sig-
nals magazine via mail for a period of one year is $45.00.
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International

Convention

PONTIAC, MICHIGAN

JUNE 22-27, 2026 e
“Home for the Hundredthis /5 7

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARYSS -
OF PONTIACZMOTOR;DIVISION S
]

IU\II/\(

HUSTED BY THE PONTIAC TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM
AND THE MICHIGAN POCI CHAPTERS




2026 POCI CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM
54th Annual
Pontiac Oakland Club International Convention

June 22-27, 2026

Host Hotel: Marriott Centerpoint
(Auburn Hills Marriott)

3600 Centerpoint Parkway
pontiac, Michigan 48341
(248) 253-9800

REGISTRATION I8 REQUIRED FOM ALL MEMBERS, EvEN IF NOT ENTES NG AVEMN

MEMBER REGISTRATION FEk: $65.00 ~ ArTen MAY 15, 2026 $65.00
(REGIATRATION FEE INCLUDES MEMBER, SFOUSE AND CHILDNEN)

MAIL THIS FPORM TO

PFOCI 20260 CONVENTION

PO Dox A2
LONG LAXKE, MN 353535¢

CONVENTION UPDATES ARE POSTED AY WWS POCH O

CALL Tl POCICoun Orrice (763) 4702111

FOR COMYENTION QUERTIONS. CAL

Convention Coordinators: Art Barrett (417) 737-1469  artharrett @ centurytelnet
Larry Crider (918) 798-2763  postiachun®amall com

Host Chapter Contacti  Tim Dye (815) 5108950 Penny Dye (815) 822-32%9

THE CONYENTION SESIATRATION FEE I8 NON-SEFUNDABLE

PAY BY CREDIT CARD, CHECK ON MONEY ORDER MADE PAYABLE TO
-
2026 POCI CONVENTION". YOU MAY REGISTER ON LINE AT WWW POCI.ORO

NAM
L — £ — POCH »

ADORESS __ =

r~
-

Ciry . STAY

€ PHONE — e — — CELL ®
E-aaigs
CREDITCARD » _

(Visa, MC On DIsCoOveEn) Exr. DATE —, SECUNITY COoDE




POCI Membership RENEWAL Form

Your subscription to Smokr Signals magazine and membership in the Pontiac-Oakland Club Interational may be
due. If the rencwal date on your mailing label (which is to the right of your membership number) is between Feb. o,
oo and Mac g1, 2000, please complete this form and return it immediately with payment (photocopies are accept-

able). We don't want you to miss a single issue of Smole Siynals or any other important information about POCL
[ 525.00...... Worldwide E-Membership: Web Site access & downloadable version of Smoke Signals
[ 545.00 ... U.S. Membership (Includes 2 Associates) (NO Swwole Signaki magesior ks malied)

[ $74.00 ... (U.S. Funds) Canadian Membership (Includes 2 Associates)
[] 57400 ... (U.S. Funds) Foreign Membership (Includes 2 Associates)

Oi1Year J2Years 03 Years

NAME: POCI MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:
RENEW! Online: www.poci.org + (763) 479-2111 » Maik POCI World HQ, PO Box 421, Long Lake, MN 55356

OVisa [ MasterCard [Discover Please provide any UPDATES to your information below:

Credit Card Number: NAME:

Expiration Date: — S IR = = :
Security Code (Mandatoryk: ASSOCIATES:

Nameasitappearsoneard: ___ VEHICLES (additional: S
Signature: e VEHICLES (no longer owned): -

—

Join POCI Now! NEW MEMBERSHIP Form

Pontiac[] Oakland(] GMC[O

YEAR STYLE NAME / NUMBER Numbet of CYLINDERS

Annual Membership

: : : [1525.00....... Worldwide E-Membership
YEAR STYLE NAME / NUMBER Number of CYLINDERS DMSM--—-U-& (Inecludes 2 Associates)

[1574.00.. Canada (Includes 2 Associates)
[1574.00... Foreign (Includes 2 Associates)

YEAR STYLE NAME / NUMBER Number of CYLINDERS |

NAME: Ovisa DOMastercard  ODiscover
Nunber ===

ASSOCIATE MEMBER(sk

ADDRESS: i Erplulion . Sﬂ'mily Code

CITY/STATE/UP+ & Signatuie

COUNTRY: EMAILADDRESS:

PHONE: ( ) REFERRED BY (Name & Member #):

Make checks payable to: POCI « Mail to: POCI World HQ, PO Box 421, Long Lake, MN 55356



»
L]
ctor and Activity Coordinator

Director Consultant
Phil Balmforth ‘ Marge Sawruk

Philip.balmforth@sbcglobal.net Margepontiacgt37@comcast.net
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