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Nov—Dec 2024 

Visit our Website: 

  www.motorcitypoci.com 

Visit our Facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/groups/207583652591972 
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President  

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas 

last week and are looking forward to a new 

year coming up? It’s hard to believe that 2024 

flew by so fast, but the club had some great 

accomplishments as described by Ray in his 

column. 

Remember the upcoming club holiday party on January 11 at 4:30 pm at Bakers of Mil-

ford. I’m looking forward to seeing all of our great members and having a good time. 

On these cold winter nights, I’m think-

ing of the upcoming 2025 car show sea-

son, especially our club’s show which is 

slated for September 13. I’m thinking of 

ways to get more sponsors, whether 

through my efforts, or through other 

members. Donations have been down 

lately, so we need to broaden our scope 

and get creative if we still want to sup-

port our charities. Calling all officers! 
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Ramblings of an Irishman 

Editor: Brian Dougherty 

If you’ve been watching your emails, you’ve received 

email warnings from Doug Cook and I that there are peo-

ple out there trying to scam us out of money. Recently, 

I’ve been getting some directed to me as the Motor City  

POCI Editor or as Director, telling me that someone is doing their research, mak-

ing the email seem more legit. I’ve even gotten some snail mail identifying me as 

the Motor City POCI editor asking for money for a middle east religious cause.   

Beware! 

I’ve noticed some clues that should alert you to something not right, although 

they seem to get more creative every day. Maybe this is where AI is coming into 

play? The first is all club money items are handled only by our treasurer, Ray 

Golota, so If the email looks suspicious or is asking for money, it is probably a 

scam. In all cases double check by calling the supposed sender if you have his 

number or texting them for verification. In all the fake emails I’ve received, you 

can tell the sender is not who he says he is by clicking on the sender’s name and 

looking deeper into the details. Either it will show it came from someone else, or 

something is not spelled correctly, like the email will show “name@email.com” 

instead of the correct “name@gmail.com”. 

As mentioned previously, there has already been one meeting for the 2026 na-

tional POCI convention. That meeting kind of scared me on how much stuff there 

is to do. But the thing to remember is: if we split the jobs up with a hundred or 

more volunteers, then the jobs become more manageable. There will be 

meetings scheduled every couple months for the next 1 1/2 years, so keep an eye 

out for invites  and try to make as many as possible with the goal to volunteer in 

the areas of interest or where you can help. I believe most of these meetings will 

also be by zoom, so you can do it in the comfort of your home. 

The next meeting should be in the next month or so? Most of them will be sched-

uled and ran by Tim Dye directly or by whatever team leader you’re assigned to. 
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To the left shows an upcoming party at the 

PTM for all our friends and volunteers, which 

includes Motor City club members. There is a 

link to purchase the tickets for just this party, 

which will be well attended and quite the soi-

rée’, or you can help the museum out even 

more by buying a yearly membership which 

gives you all kinds of extras as well as being 

able to bring your family there any days they 

are open.. 

Below is a message from the museum ac-

knowledging all the help as well as asking for 

more help n 2025. 
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Treasurer’s notes:                              Ray Golota 

Our website, www.motorcitypoci.com  

Hope everyone is enjoying the holidays and all is well. 

The New Year is almost here and the 2025 membership 

fees are due Jan. 1st, and are $25. 

 

If you plan to attend the Christmas dinner party, please 

RSVP by January 4th and remit payment to my address be-

low. 

This past years major accomplishments: 

 

• Donated a total of $15,450 to various charities, check it out at: 

www.motorcitypoci.com/our-donations/  
Besides our 10th Annual Summer Roundup, the club held 6 other outings. check 
them out at:  www.motorcitypoci.com/2024-events/  
 Also check out the videos of our Summer Roundup under 2024 events. 

 Part of the $15,450 we donated, $2,700 went to the Pontiac Transportation Mu-

seum (PTM) in Pontiac.  $700 of that was in the form of Engraved Payers that 7 

club members purchased. 

visit: www.pontiactransportationmuseum.org/   

 

Send membership dues to: 

Motor City POCI 

1595 Vanstone Dr. 

Commerce Twp., MI 48382 
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Club Upcoming Events:   (Refer to Ray G’s more comprehensive email list) 

Club History:       Article from Jan-Feb 2015 Spokes 
       Editor John Berzsenyi 
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Interesting Stuff: 

Does the truck below remind you of most days? It does most of mine. 

 I never know if I’m coming or going! 
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When it comes to classic hero cars, the Pontiac Firebird from The Rockford 
Files is certainly among the most recognizable. Running between 1974 and 
1980, The Rockford Files followed private investigator Jim Rockford, played by 
James Garner, as he fought crime and chased the bad guys, often executing per-
fect J-turns in the process. Now, Jay Leno is taking a turn behind the wheel. 
This particular car is a genuine piece of television history, and was meticulously 

restored to look like it rolled right out of the late ’70s. The owner, Pat McEntee, 

found it listed on eBay, and despite the poor condition, he quickly realized its 

significance as one of the original cars from the show. What followed was 15-

year process, during which McEntee painstakingly restored the Pontiac Firebird 

while preserving its original fea-

tures. 

The restoration included the 
unique “Rockford Gold” paint, a 
GM factory color originally from 
a 1962 Cadillac that was custom-
applied to the Pontiac Firebird 
for the show. The project also in-
cluded replacing worn suspension components and fixing rusted panels. Inter-
estingly, the vehicle required a few modifications for its role on-screen. For ex-
ample, the production team added support equipment for microphones and 
cameras to assist in the shoot, as well as air shocks to support the added 
weight. The show cars were delivered as Formula Firebirds, but were stripped of 
certain elements, like the rear spoiler and “Formula” decals. 
The episodes also delve into James Garner’s legacy as an actor and car enthusi-

ast. Garner was a skilled driver 

who often performed his own 

stunts, including the now-famous 

“Rockford,” a reverse 180 spin al-

so known as a J-turn. Of course, 

the Pontiac Firebird was integral 

to these stunts, and its durable 

yet stylish design made it perfect 

for the show’s action-packed 
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Tech Story:         Pontiac Hood Ornaments 

            Story by: Wikimedia 

The following story I’ve found to be useful since working at the museum. I know I 

have favored Pontiac Hood Ornaments over others and I knew there were several 

iterations over the years, but I get asked about them a lot at the PTM and have 

never felt confident in my knowledge, so here is a pictorial showing them. 
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As I’ve learned by working at the PTM, 1935 was the first 

year the hood ornament was used strictly as an ornament, 

and not a radiator cap and ornament combined. 

All incorporate some likeness of Chief Pontiac who was well 

respected, but feared. 

Most are made of metal with chrome plating but some are 

made of acrylics which was able to be lit at night for an 

even bolder statement.  

The design in the 1930’s was a native American head com-

plete with a feathered headdress which later morphed into 

a memorable configuration of jet airplanes with chief Ponti-

ac at the helm. It’s interesting to note the designs usually 

signified the decade they were built in and what was im-

portant at the time. Everything from the planes of both 

wars to the country’s industrial might. 
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 Funnies:    This edition of the funnies brought to you by the internet! 



12  

 



13  

 



14  

 

These great cars 

are now consid-

ered classics and 

some are fea-

tured at the 

PTM! 
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Classified Ads 

Advertisements free to current members 

Email your ad to: brian.r.dougherty@live.com with a copy of the complet-

ed form below or mail to: Brian Dougherty at 10295 S. State Rd, Goodrich, 

MI, 48438 
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Classifieds: 

Wanted: 

Wheels stamped HB are original, so looking for HB steel wheels. 

I’m told that wheels stamped HF will also work. Perhaps others will too. 

Also need 14” x 6” steel wheels stamped G for 1967 GTO drum brake cars. 

       Tom Sidlik 

       586-665-4214 

       tws4@comcast.net 

 

For Sale: 

1968 Ram Air II Heads/Exhaust Manifolds, $4500 

1968 WS Block, $450 

1973-74 Super Duty Heads/Block, $10,000 

1967 HO/RA Exhaust Manifolds, $400 

62 Casting Rebuilt Heads, $600 

1965-79 Performer Intake, $200 

1961-64 Aluminum Intake, $500,  

1964 GTO Bumpers- good cores, $600 pr. 

1964-65 front inner wells, $200 pr. 

1962-65 GM Front Bucket Seats, $400 pr. 

1969 62 Casting Heads, Redone,New Valves,Springs, $800 pr. 

1962  4bolt 389 block, $800; Much More, 

 

 Kevin Yash     248 470 4040  
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POCI'S 2025 Convention: 

Online registration for the event is now available. Sign in to the website and use the "2025 Convention 

Registration" link on your dashboard page. 

Please note: the convention registration fee is non-refundable. The registration fee includes member, 

spouse and children. Sign in as a member to access the link for the host hotel reservations. 

Play Louisville, KY video 
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Motor City Chapter Officers 

 

President 

Kenny Galdes 

kengaldes@gmail.com 

 

Vice President and Treasurer 

Ray Golota 

raygolota@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Doug Cook 

cook.doug@sbcglobal.net 

 

Director and Newsletter Editor 

Brian Dougherty 

Brian.r.dougherty@live.com 

 

Director and Activity Coordinator   Director 

        Kevin Yash 

        pontiacpowered@yahoo.com 

 

Director       Director 

Phil Balmforth      Marge Sawruk 

Philip.balmforth@sbcglobal.net   Margepontiacgt37@comcast.net 


