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Kenny G’s Message: 

Remember, this Saturday, July 9th is our 8th 

annual summer roundup at Baker’s of Mil-

ford. We’ll need all hands on deck Friday for 

setup at 5pm and everyone’s help Saturday. 

The show officially starts registration at 

8am, but you know car guys, some will be 

there earlier, so we’ll need to be there early 

too. We’ll button up the start time Friday night while we do setup. Remember, the 

show also includes Buick and Oldsmobile’s, so invite your friends. The silent auc-

tion items are bigger than our usual turnout, so let your neighbors know they can 

come bid on items too. Our hope is after being locked up for Covid for 2 years, this 

will be our best show ever. As of now, it’s supposed to be 78 degrees and sunny, 

so the usual excuses won’t work. 

Hope to see all the members there! 
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Ramblings of an Irishman: 

Remember, July 9th is our car show and we need all the help we can get. I give 

thanks to all club members that collected donations for the show, but you have 

to admit, Ken, Ray G and Mike did an incredible job collecting money and items. 

So far, there’s been $12,425.00 collected in sponsor money and items. There’s 

even more details about this in Ray G’s section on the next page. 

I send out a big CONGRATULATIONS to Ken for placing 3rd overall in the St. Ig-

nace show last weekend with his Chevy truck. 

I also apologize that this newsletter is late and will be briefer than usual. I’ve 

just been too busy to sit down long enough to hammer one out. I also do the 

newsletters on rainy days when it’s hard to get anything else done, but as you 

know, it’s hardly rained in months. 

 

Here’s a great picture 

of Ken and his lovely 

wife, Linda at St. Ig-

nace. 
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Treasurer’s notes: 

Please see the extensive list of silent auction items at the 

end of this newsletter. Invite your friends and family to not 

only come to the car show this Saturday, but to bid on the 

auction items, since there’s so many. Make sure they know, 

cash or checks only. 

Auction starts at 10am and ends at 1pm and pickup of items 

is after 1:50pm. 

As of now, there are 41 people pre-registered for the show. (13 are fist timers) 

There are currently 43 door prizes. 

There are  currently 103 silent auction items. 56 are physical items and 47 gift 

cards. 

Sponsors donated $12,425 so far. 

See website for forms. https://motorcitypoci.com/2022-forms/ 

 

Hope to see everyone there! 
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Activities Coordinator:       Mike Cushing 

The Woodward Dream Cruise / lot rental is looking good at this time—my con-

tact expects to hear details from the city of Pontiac very soon, and once con-

firmed, I’ll pass them along. 

Stay  tuned….we’ll have very little time to pre-register folks. 

Remember, this year we’ve opened it up for friends and family and even invited 

the Arsenal Harley group, one of our car show sponsors. 

Here are Ray G., Sheila 

and Mike shown at the 

first bike night at Are-

senal on June 22. Good 

band, good food and free 

beer and beautiful bikes.  

What more could you 

want. 

Editor present, but not 

shown. 
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Club Upcoming Events: 
July 6  Bike night at Arsenal Harley Davidson in Waterford 

   (these are every other Wednesday during summer) 

July 9  Motor City POCI Summer Roundup—2nd Tri Pontiac event 

August 7  5 Star Hardware car show (Lori and Paul’s show) 

August 19-20 Woodward Dream Cruise 

Club Historical story: (Story and picture supplied by May-June 2016 Spokes)                      

                                                                             John Berzsenyi editor 

Past member, Michael and Mary 

Kay Marisco won first place in 

their class with their 2+2 at the 

2016 Piston Power show in 

Cleveland Ohio. 

They even won Jay Leno’s 2016 

“Big Dog” award. 



7  

Grabowsky Motors fun facts: 

The Rapid Motor Vehicle company was founded in 1902 in Pontiac, MI, by broth-

ers Max and Morris Grabowsky, whose earlier venture, Grabowsky Motor com-

pany had been founded in Detroit in 1900. They went on to build one ton trucks 

and were the beginning of GMC Truck division of GM. They were acquired by 

GM in 1909. 

I mention this because the Pontiac Transportation Museum has acquired the on-

ly known survivor of a 1911 model Grabowsky truck. While the editor was there 

getting a free dinner at the PTM volunteer thank you dinner, they drove it out in 

the sunshine to get a good look. The following are pictures of this fine example. 

As I mentioned, this runs and drives just like it did over a hundred years ago. 
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Wild rear end setup. This had a driveshaft connected to a rear differential driving 

2 gears and driving 2 chains hooked to 2 more sprockets at the tires. Transverse 

springs, just like the 60’s and 70’s corvettes. Solid rubber wheels too. 
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The editor was very surprised a the sophisti-

cation of the engine and controls.  

 

 

The setup to the left controlled the distribu-

tor retard / advance, throttle and a bunch of 

other stuff I can’t remember. 

Worked perfect too! 
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GM / Industry news: 

• GM now has 70,000 Hummer EV’s and 140,000 Silverado EV’s on res-

ervation. 

• GM Cruise Autonomous vehicles  will operate in all of San Francisco by 

the end of 2022. 

• Democratic Senator Manchin questions the need to extend the elec-

tric vehicle tax incentives. 

• The Blazer SS EV will launch in 2024, before the Equinox EV. 

• GM picks up several manufacturing leadership awards this year. 

• GM to make a V series Escalade in 2023. for $150,000.  It’ll have a su-

percharged 6.2 liter LT4 engine producing 682 horsepower and 653 

foot pounds of torque.  It’ll mate to a 10 speed transmission and fea-

ture full time all wheel drive and sprint to 60 mph in 4.4 seconds. 

• GM files to patent autonomous EV charging system without the need 

for human input. 
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New Members: 

Patrick Smerecki of  Grosse Point Farms. Joined 6-9-2022. 

 

Don and Penny Masch of White Lake joined 5-11-2022. 

 

Scott Vantemelen of Hamilton joined 4-29-2022. 

 

John (Jay) Wetzel of Bloomfield Hills rejoined 4-29-2022. 

 

Welcome new members to the best Pontiac club in the 

country. Be sure to join us at this weeks car show at 

Baker’s of Milford and other club events to meet everyone 

and to get the full experience. 
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Member Happenings: 

 

On May 21, Mike, our activities coordinator, got permission for the club and our 

friends to visit the GM heritage center. We were also joined by the West Michigan 

POCI club. We spent about 2 hours touring the center and then a bunch of us 

went out to have a nice lunch afterwards. Keep in mind, the center is not open to 

the public and you need to coordinate a visit with the correct people beforehand. 

The following pictures are only a small sample of what’s there, and is in no way 

everything GM owns. In fact, GM has so many cars that only a small percentage of 

them are shown here and they are rotated out regularly. 

The front lobby where we congre-

gated while everyone was 

checked in before entering 

Our host Emily explaining the rules 
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An Italian Firebird.  

Something GM worked with 

Ferrari on. It was called the 

Pegasus Project and it start-

ed with a 1970 Firebird and 

had a V-12 Ferrari engine, 5 

spd Ferrari Transmission and 

Ferrari exhaust 

Look! 

It even had Ferrari gauges and was de-

signed under the direction of Bill Mitch-

ell, VP of GM Design at the time 
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The vehicle above is 

one of the largest pas-

senger vehicles I’ve 

ever seen and it has 

one of the largest car 

engines too. 

707 cubic inches 
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A beautiful GMC motor home above and several GMC trucks below of different 

vintages. 
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One of the GMC grilles to the 

left and some beautiful Ponti-

acs below. 
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To the left is the 1953 

Cadillac LeMans creat-

ed by GM design for 

the 1953 Autorama as 

a sporty dream car. 



18  

These are in the category of 

“WTF”. 

 

 

From what I remember, they 

were both electric vehicles. 
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Wow, even GM bikes were there. 

Lots of corvettes, concepts and 

production examples. 



20  

The above picture is a collection of our club members and the west Michigan club. 

 

 

Below is the show field for the Widetrackers Dust off car show on June 11th. 
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Here are some club 

members accepting 

awards at the conclu-

sion of the show. 
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Below are some “Cool Cats” hanging out at the show. It was a beautiful day and I 

believe 102 cars showed up. I’m hoping our show gets better attendance! 

 

I can’t help but admire the barn in the background, I’d love to have that in my 

back yard. 
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The editor was invited to the 

Pontiac Transportation vol-

unteer appreciation dinner 

on June 15th along with any-

body else that had volun-

teered their time there over 

the last couple years. Their 

was a couple guest speakers 

and the food was great and 

we were able to tour the fa-

cility afterwards to see the 

latest progress 
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Interesting Stuff: 



25  
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GM design team releases 

drawings of possible future 

design concepts 

 

To the left is a GMC crosso-

ver 

To the right is a Buick 

crossover 

 

 

 

Below is a sporty chevy 

crossover 
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Funnies:    This editions funnies brought to you by Ray Santos and 

Ken Galdes 
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Classified Ads 

Advertisements free to current members 

Email your ad to: brian.r.dougherty@live.com with a copy of the complet-

ed form below or mail to: Brian Dougherty at 10295 S. State Rd, Goodrich, 

MI, 48438 

For Sale: 
1968 Ram Air II Heads/Exhaust Manifolds,$4500 

1968 WS Block,$450 

1973-74 Super Duty Heads/Block,$10000 

1967 HO/RA Exhaust Manifolds,$400 

62 Casting Rebuilt Heads $600 

1965-79 Performer Intake $200 

1961-64 Aluminum Intake, $500 

        Kevin, 248 470 4040  
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Motor City POCI 

8th Annual Summer Roundup Pre-Show Committee Meeting 

Thursday, June 30, 2022 

 

Members of the Show committee met at Baker’s Restaurant of Milford at 5:00 P.M.  

Committee members present at this meeting: Kenny Galdes, Ray Golota, Brian Dougherty, 

and Ray Santo. 

This meeting was called to finalize details of the Summer Roundup which had been discussed 

at our last meeting two (2) weeks ago on June 16th. The meeting was promptly called to or-

der by Ken at 5:00.  

* We resumed the previous discussion about the Silent Auction from the last meeting. The 

committee decided on the following guidelines: 

 1. The bidding for all items will be in $3.00 increments 

 2. There will be a discounted “buy it now” price on all items  

 3. There will be separate lines for Gift Cards and Items 

 4. Cash or Checks will be accepted but no charge cards 

 5. Receipts for all items will be in the form of post-it notes 

 6. The post-it note will be turned in to receive the Gift Card or Item 

 7. The Silent Auction will be open to everyone 

8. The auction will be inside and accessible through the double door side entrance on 

the south side of the building.  

* Show application updates: 

 1. As of this date we have 39 pre-registered vehicles 

 2. Of the 421 applications we sent out, 7 came back undeliverable and 

      only 8 people responded and registered 

 3. Out of our 27 Club members, 11 have not registered yet   

* Confirming that our “Welcome Package” will contain our Show registration form,  
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* Ray G. informed us that the “Thank You” plaque decals have been updated for  this year. 

* We are expecting several Sponsors to have displays and booths set up with a wide variety of 

items and services. Including an Amsoil distributor, Modern American Car Insurance, parts clean-

ing products and service, Die Cast Model Cars, Classic Car Sales and much more. 

* We are still in need of more volunteers to help make thing run smoothly so please consider 

lending a helping hand if even only for a brief time during the Show. 

* Just as an aid to our friends and participants, we are asking that our members wear the light 

blue show shirts from a previous show so folks can identify you if they need any help. 

* Ray G. presented an updated treasurer’s report. Here are the latest figures as of today, June 30. 

Current bank balance:           $15,293.67 

Sponsor cash donations:   12,425.00    

Silent auction items value:    6,000.00 

Car Show pre-registrations:    39 

 

Please Note: We are planning to get together again at Baker’s on Friday, July 1 , the day before the 

Show at around 5:00 PM to set up the Silent Auction area and go over any last-minute items any-

one has questions or concerns about. If you can make it, please stop by to say hello.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ray Santo 

Secretary Motor City POCI 
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